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Participatory Budgeting in Taiwan:
Investigating Participatory Budgeting in
Disability Employment Promotion in Sanxia

Hsin-Yi Yeh", Yu-Sheng Lin~

Abstract

From late 2014, we can observe a “participatory budgeting (PB) boom” in Taiwan.
Nevertheless, no systematic examination and evaluation of PB practices in Taiwan exists.
Hence, this article investigates an experimental PB project on disability employment
promotion in Sanxia to examine PB’s practical experience in Taiwan. This article details
the handling procedure of this experimental PB project and delves into how the spirit of
deliberative democracy and participatory budgeting can be fulfilled through arrangement
of detailed processes. Moreover, we argue that this PB project brought several positive
results, such as empowering citizens, gathering innovative ideas, cultivating locals and
deliberative personnel, facilitating cooperation among heterogeneous actors, producing a
more inclusive social atmosphere, increasing citizen’s trust in government(s), and acting
as a pioneering exemplary project for the launch of even more PB projects. In addition,
examining this PB project with Wampler’s (2012) four core principles, this project is

9 ¢

highly qualified in terms of the “voice,” “vote,” and “social justice” aspects, while it
barely passed in terms of the “improved transparency” principle. Last, we point out
several issues that must be conquered before participatory budgeting can be generally
promoted and institutionalized in Taiwan: First, the promotion of new participatory modes

is often doubted; second, some political and opinion leaders deem PB to be a mechanism
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that can deprive them of their power and resources and, therefore, they oppose its
promotion in Taiwan; third, when delving into the promotion of PB but without a correct
understanding of its core ideas and spirit, then it is easily turned into merely a tool to
legitimatize the pre-planned policies; fourth, PB inevitably involves issues of budgeting
preservation and distribution, which is highly complicated; fifth, lay people generally
regard what public sectors promote as untrustworthy, resulting in their low participation
in public affairs; and sixth, Taiwan is in an initial stage of promoting PB, so we should
pay attention to all the principles and details to avoid conduct that cuts corners and is

superficial.

Keywords: disability, social justice, participatory budgeting, employment promotion,
deliberative democracy
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