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Citizen Consciousness and Political Participation
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Abstract

Active citizens play an important role in a democracy. It is through political
participation that a citizen builds up his/her connection with the state. A lot of elements
enable a person to participate in politics. This paper looks into how the concept of “civic
consciousness” plays a role in political participation by examining a national-wide
telephone interview survey. Based on a longitudinal statistics, Taiwanese people display a
stable and certain degree of civic consciousness. The paper further divided the concept of
political participation into two elements: electoral participation and opinion expression.
The findings show that there is no difference on electoral participation whether a person’s
civic consciousness is high or low. However, a person with higher civic consciousness
is more likely to express their opinions more. This paper argues that the concept of civic

consciousness enables us to examine the relationship between the citizen and the state.
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