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“Denationalization, Residential Security,
and Democracies”

Hao Yeh'

Abstract

As a reply to Patti Lenard’s well-received article “Democratic Citizenship and
Denationalizaiton” published 2018 in American Political Science Review, Yuchun Kuo
offers a thorough criticism in in his article “Democratization, Residential Security, and
Democracies” published in this journal. According to the latter, Lenard’s argument is
flawed primarily for linking “denationalization” and “deportation” to make his case,
while at the same time acknowledging that these two are not necessarily connected —
hence self-contradiction. On the other hand, Kuo points out that the idea of “residential
security” upon which Lenard’s argument is based could not serve as a reason to revoke
citizenship, but rather it may constitute a ground for denationalization in general, and in
particular with regard to those who have dual nationality. This article argues that although
Lenard and Kuo approach this issue from diametrically opposite perspectives, that is,
methodologically as well as substantially from individualist and communitarian positions
respectively, Lenard’s claim is not flawed as a case of self-contradiction. What is more,
they understand “residential security” so different that Kuo seems to be talking at cross-
purposes with Lenard. For this reason, Kuo’s reply, although at some points brilliant in its

own right, has not successfully refuted Lenard’s argumentation.
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