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How the Trait and Motive of Politician Affect on
the Policy Making: A Example of President Ma
during 2008-2012

Lucian T. H. Hsu’

Abstract

In past, there is always questioned about reductionism of political psychology. But
the psychological factors of people as the study object cannot be ignored. Even to political
elite, some decision just reflects their inner mind and imagine. Hence, the psychological
analysis of political science not only interacts between macro-level and micro-lever
but links the agent and structure. In different fields of psychology, the trait and motive
analysis is a popular way to use. That’s because the trait of politician can be reflected on
his action and the motive shape trait. In this paper, we present the research about how the
trait and motive of President Ma affect on the policy making. The study find the sense of

achievement and affiliation of politician can get more support in policy than of power.

Keywords: trait, political psychology, policy making, Ma Ying-Jeou, motive
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