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Abstract

Electoral behavior studies in Taiwan pay little attention to a type of voting behavior,
i.e. retrospective voting. The by-election for the magistrate of Taoyuan County in 1997
was a typical case of retrospective voting. In this study telephone survey data collected by
the Election Study Center of the National Chengchi University is analyzed to examine the
correspondence between voters’ dissatisfaction against county government’s performance
and voters’ choices. The findings support the hypothesis of this study. After taking into
account the voters’ party identification and their evaluation of candidates’ personal

characteristics the voters dissatisfaction is a key factor to the outcome of this by-election.
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