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Study of Campus Journalist’s Utilization of Citizen
Media and Civic Participation Practice: With
PeoPo Citizen Journalism Platform as Example

Ming-Li Hsu", Wen-Jong Juang™

Abstract

Traditional media tend to ignore the diversify views and over commercialized, with
rise and popularize of internet, citizen media emerged as new form of media. On the one
hand, public now also has the power to set the media agenda, mainstream media no longer
has the power to dictate agenda. On the other hand, through citizen media, citizens can
debate on public agenda, express opinion and participate on writing of citizen news in the
spirit of civic participation.

This is a preliminary study, take organized internet citizen media “PeoPo Citizen
Journalism Platform” as case study, with in-depth interview, to further understand why
campus journalist use this platform, what motivate them to report citizen news, the
civic participation caused by internet citizen media and process in which the agenda
was set by internet citizen media and its effect. This study finds the following: 1. The
motivation behind use of internet citizen media platform and writing of citizen news for
communication major and non communication major campus journalist are different. 2.
The utilization of citizen media by the campus journalist help improve civic participation
awareness, rational dialogue on the platform, increase understanding of local issues

and improve sense of self-fulfillment can occur through writing of citizen news. 3. The
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campus journalist tends to choose topics that are related to public welfare, soft lead with
community at center of story when setting agenda. 4. The citizen news on internet citizen
news platform sometimes become one of the sources in traditional news, but has limited

effect on influencing the public policy.

Keywords: PeoPo Citizen Journalism Platform, civic participation, citizen media, agenda
setting
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