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An Exploratory Study of Electoral Accountability
under Different Legislative Electoral Systems

Ching-Hsin Yu', Ti-Wei Fan™

Abstract

Political accountability is one of the bedrocks for a functioning representative
democracy. The realization of political accountability would contribute to the appearance
of responsive political leaders as well as responsive government. It is especially important
for young democracies where political leaders abuse the mandate of the electorate
after elections. As Taiwan enters into the phase of democratic consolidation, political
accountability has turned into a crucial yardstick to ensure qualified governance. Existing
literature of political accountability in Taiwan have paid more attention to the associations
between voter’s assessments of government performance and intention of voting. By
contrast, the relationship between electoral systems and accountability is relatively
less concerned. This paper is an exploratory study of voter’s electoral accountability
in legislative elections from 2001 to 2012. The Legislative electoral system in Taiwan
had changed from single nontransferable vote (SNTV) to mixed-member majoritarian
system (MMM) in 2008. This electoral system reform has provided valuable opportunity
to examine how different electoral systems affect voter’ s electoral accountability. It
finds electoral accountability has existed since 2001 under SNTV and has continued
to 2008 when MMM has implemented. Yet, given the popularity of personal vote
attributes, electoral accountability under SNTV is less prominent than that of under
MMM. Moreover, the results also show proportional representation (PR) system under

MMM is more likely to provide voter with clear mechanism of electoral accountability

* (Corresponding Author), Research Fellow, Election Study Center, National Chengchi University
** Master of Political Science, Department of Political Science, National Chengchi University
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than single member district (SMD) system under MMM. In conclusion, except for the
findings, this paper reiterates the importance of studying accountability and suggests some

improvements in the future.

Keywords: proportional representation, mixed-member majoritarian system, single
member district, single nontransferable vote, electoral accountability
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